Eastern Athletic Association of the Deaf, INC
Delegates’ Meeting
Zoom Session- Part One
Tuesday, July 28th, 2020
Meeting started at 7:07pm

Roll Call:

President Danny Gabel

Vice President Sheldon Wesley Clarke
Secretary/Treasurer Alexandria Pucciarelli Miller
Tournament Director Yarleney Torres

Hall of Fame/Public Relations Peter Badavas
Sergeant of Arms, Robert Jones

DMV, Kristofer Saucedo

Frederick, Todd Bonheyo

Block G, Michael Lumley

Delegate at Large, Chuck Wallace

Delegate at Large, Cynthia L. Hemmings
Delegate at Large, Paul Mitchell

SICD Magic, Carl Colon

Fanwood Alumni Association, Senoy King
Fanwood Alumni Association, Roxanna Aguilo
Empire City- James Ginis

NJ Patriots- George Morgan

95ers, Mon Ching Ng

Moment of Silence:

1. William “Bill” Hatfield, Former EAAD President 8/26/1943-1/21/2020

2. Saul Gevarter, Former EAAD Officer/Player 8/21/1967-5/1/2019

3. Victor “Robert” Hemmings, Former All-Star Player 3/6/1953-11/23/2019

Treasurer’s report:

-Alexandria Pucciarelli-Miller stated that the balance dated of July 27th, 2020 was $5,018.22. --

Players/Teams fees were returned to the teams’ representatives.

-Yvonne Davis Talley and Stewart Gerlis (EAAD Auditors) could not meet and do not feel comfortable

to meet during COVID-10. Stand by.

Approval of the previous minutes of the meeting: (Change Officers 2019-2021 not 2020-2022 and

remove all OUT OF ORDER Motions) PASSED!



President Gabel’s Report-

-Shockingly, we had no tournament or Hall of Fame because of the coronavirus pandemic.

-We had waited for almost two years to finalize Hall of Fame and it was time to celebrate it with the
community, but we couldn’t.

-We had a lot of great invitational tournaments before COVID-19 hits us.

-The entire basketball season was amazing and 95ers won the overall season championship.

-We should create a short memo to recognize historical moments during the invitational
tournaments especially when there were a lot of overtimes.

-There were few new teams and it became competitive during the season. | want to recognize them
too.

-USADB'’s Executive Committee meeting was postponed because they wanted us to focus on
International Director and to split USADB/International then pass on to regions for the delegates to
vote.

-I know that there was a rumor about USADB’s open position, Commissioner, but | promise that | am
not running for this position. My heart belongs to EAAD and | won’t abandon the organization.
-EAAD’s Anti-Racism Town Hall meeting was successful, there were more dialogue about Black Lives
Matter, and people are more open to discuss about the issues within the EAAD community. We
always focus on basketball event, but the folks had brought up new issues that we should look at.
The information can be found under Vice-President’s report. | like this type of the events and we
should host more of this soon.

-I do understand where the community is coming from, I'd graduated from Gallaudet University, and
was part of their male fraternity organization that had become a hot topic in the Deaf community. |
wanted to let you know that picture had happened a long time ago, it does not refer who | am or
what | am, and | am also not a racist. | do not support the salute.

-I really like using Zoom to get together and discuss so let’s use this for our future meetings. This is
much easier for all of us to communicate prior to EAAD weekend. We can also focus on preparing
for 75th anniversary while we meet on Zoom regularly.

-We do not know what the future looks like for next season, but we will keep you updated regularly.
-My leadership style is driving a yellow bus and having everyone on the bus to support each other to
make this organization successful.

(PRESIDENT GABEL INVITED USADB GUESTS TO THE ZOOM MEETING TO EXPLAIN ABOUT USADB/
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND OPEN QUESTIONS BY THE DELEGATES TO MAKE THEIR DECISION
LATER)

Guests: Mr. Jeremias Valencia, International Director of USADF and Jimmy Newsome, USADF Men’s
Basketball Coach.

Vice President Clarke’s Report-

Welcome to 2020 EAAD Delegates Meeting! | want to thank the delegates and the Boards for having
faith and working throughout with me as an interim Vice President. This position is my first time for
a well-known and well-organized organization. My main role as a Vice President is to ensure that we
all follow the bylaws and constitution. | feel that | am more involved with EAAD than | used to be.



| reviewed all minutes from 2011 to 2019 and compared our latest bylaws which is 2017. | have
been busy updating entirely bylaws/constitution based on previous minutes. Guess what! | made a
new Bylaws/Constitution booklet which includes many different guidelines such as regional
tournament, sanctioned invitational tournament, hall of fame and tournament host guideline in
current word doc version. | also developed page numbers and a table of contents where you can
browse exactly information you are looking for. From now on, you will find red word(s) and that
indicate update/change along with year. Year indicated which year delegate was passed to add,
correction or remove. All of the delegates and board will have access to it in PDF format via both
google drive and email. Hopefully it will be posted on a website for the public. Anytime we update
bylaws/constitution, | will make sure that this position for current and future to maintain update in
the drive and email so that you all have the latest booklet. | have a lot of proposals for bylaws/
constitution related to typo and need to update based on current circumstances.

| am very sad that we had to postpone our regional tournament. But hey, our health comes first, and
| am glad that everyone is ok.

On July 15th, Yarleney and myself hosted our very first EAAD Virtual Townhall at 7:20pm and | think it
was a very healthy dialogue and discussion. Results from the town hall meeting, the community
came up with several suggestions, and we will take them in consideration. The referees should work
closely with the EAAD board to make sure that there are no bias. The EAAD board will make sure
that there is diversity on the security committee. EAAD board will allow individuals to make their
motions and explain to them if it is out of order. The players should be able to express their issues
about their coaches to the EAAD board. Greek members, the EAAD is a top organization, the
community knows that the players makes the organization the best, and if we see an individual
doing something wrong then we as community make sure to take accountability for this individual.
EAAD explained briefly about what had happened at West Virginia in 2017 and how racism played a
role in the games. EAAD vows to never host at WV again. Lastly, the community understood that
favoritism is part of our daily lives and it is almost impossible to remove this in the EAAD community
because each coach of the team wants to win.

National Deaf Basketball Organization has extended our membership to next year due to COVID-19.
| will explain more about several motions that were referred to the Law Committee.

Thank you for your patience and cooperation with us throughout this pandemic.

Secretary Miller’s Report-

-Extending the deadline to Jan 15th, it creates more problem with the form, especially when players
leave the teams, and then it falls to Yarleney or myself to fix the forms.

-l am disappointed in coaches who keeps telling us a different story about the forms, deadlines,
rumors that they have heard from others without asking me directly.



-I want to emphasize that anyone who tries to overstep my role as a secretary is not acceptable in
my book.

-Season 2021, it is over therefore we should receive a new form for next season, but we should keep
their membership intact until the season is back. We cannot speak for the insurance as the rate
varies per year.

-Honestly, | think Facebook Messenger is the best way to reach all the coaches for upcoming
tournament, EAAD news, but official messages should be used via emails only. We also need to set
up ground rules to use EAAD messenger.

-It is much easier to use electronic payments/transactions which is easier for the audit to do their
work.

-Player’s registration form, we still have not found a right one (online format) because of the costs.
-I know that there has been a talk that | am part of a female sorority organization at Gallaudet
University, but | want to emphasize that has nothing to do with EAAD or who | am with EAAD.
-EAAD Website- we are still working on this with the web designer who lives in Indiana and we had a
brief discussion on how to improve the website especially with the memory/speed with the current
bandwidth.

-Now, | would like to explain you the timeline of Jeremias Valencia, former FAAD president, who has
been suspended from the FAAD, and with the understanding that FAAD has never reached out to
EAAD.

1. He got a job offer at Maryland in 2018, he wrote a resignation letter to FAAD which means he will
no longer serve as a FAAD president.

2. One year later in 2019, he received a letter of suspension from the FAAD after the EAAD
tournament at Rochester, NY in March (an email with date was proven to the EAAD Board)

3. FAAD never sent a letter to EAAD or reached out to any of the EAAD officers, they knew that
Jeremias was on one of the team in 2017/2018 therefore they could extend a courtesy to inform us.
4. FAAD send a letter to USADB in March of 2019, USADB asked them to bring evidence/reason of
suspension at the Executive Committee Meeting at USADB Indianapolis 2019.

5. FAAD claimed that they did not bring the documents/evidence and forgot to bring it to the
meeting then USADB veto their suspension. USADB stated that he can be suspended in their region
only, but not at the national level. They vetoed because they did not bring any evidence to support
their justification and no communication on their end.

6. We had a new season, 2020, EAAD sent an email to FAAD to follow up about the suspension, we
had never received any correspondence from them, and we, EAAD Board, voted that their
suspension is void because of lack of communication.

7. EAAD and FAAD do not share same regions, we don’t have any bylaws about players being
suspended from other regions. For example, if we had suspended a player from EAAD, and they CAN
join another region to play. Our bylaws only refer to ban them playing at the national level once
suspended from the region.

8. New Business at USADB Executive Meeting; Suspension Decision; if the issue is within the region,
and has nothing to do with the USADB, a player can play at the USADB tournament. If it is related to
the USADB, then the procedures must be followed. Right to appeal: The procedures and process
were explained. The Deputy Commissioner will investigate the organizational chart in the Bylaws
(i.e. A player joins the regional tournament, but not playing at the USADB tournament. Why is David



Hamilton suspended at the USADB level when he’s not at the regional level? So therefore, he should
play in the regional tournament.)

Tournament of Director Torres’ Report-

- Let’s welcome the following teams to EAAD, Phenoms, Philadelphia Wildcats, Hybrids, Lady
Challengers, SICD Magic, and Ontario!

-Thank you for voting in to invite Ontario to the EAAD tournament.

-8 Invitational tournaments this year!

-We want to continue using live drawing for witness purposes and it is easier to fix the issue at the
spot instead of meeting in person.

-Let’s have a special recognition for the following teams for their participation during the overall
season! 95ers, Block G, DMV Diplomats, and SICD Magic.

-1 have been working closely with the EAAD Board and let’s GO EAAD!
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Hall of Fame/Public Relations Badavas’ Report-

- | can’t believe 2020 is here and we don’t have a tournament!

-We have been promoting EAAD more than ever through social media.

-1 was working on EAAD 75th and then focused on EAAD Hall of Fame.

-We did not have Hall of Fame since 2008! We worked together to revise/update new Hall of Fame
Guidelines and Nomination criteria.

-Here’s my vision for Hall of Fame Ceremony Plan at the Brewery house.



-EAAD Social Media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter @ EAADBBALL)
-EAAD Website issues.

-Thank you coaches for your time and patience!

-Never Discriminate, Learn, Support, and Educate in Positive Ways.

(8:50pm -Lady Liberty, Shaquana McDonough enter late)

Law of Committee

# of Teams 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th
13+ 45% 25% 15% 10% 5%
10-12 50%

7-9 50%
4-6 65%
1-3 100%

1. 95ers moves to put these new points standing system in effect in order to be eligible for the EAAD
regional tournament. Seconded by DMV.

Decision: FAILED

Rationale: set up a standing system committee to oversee a better seeding system.

2. NJ Thunder moves to add cash prize for 5th place. FAA seconded.

Decision: PASSED

Rationale: Based on the number of the teams, decision will be made by using the following
chart

3. 95ers moves to remove the jersey number strict size requirements “4 and allow the teams to be
creative with their uniforms as long as it’s readable similar to NBA. NY Skulls seconded.

Decision: FAILED

Rationale: Refer to the bylaws, we follow NCAA, and their policy on dress codes.

4. FAA moves that we adjust the zebra rule about 40 minutes game clock with the 2 minutes stops
for the second/fourth quarters.

Decision: PASSED

Rationale: EAAD Board decided with the coaches’ approval (SEE RULES BELOW)



Fines Fine is based
Number of Violations Amount on the number
of violations
1 $30
. $50 -For
] $75 .
single
v $100
\' $125
Vi $150
List of Violations

- Shall wear completed and matching unfiroms

- Jerseys shall have numbers; 6 inches high on the back 4 inches
high on the front.

- Undergarment of any kind extending beyond the sems of jersey
and shorts shall be same color as the uniform

- Shall bring two matches sets of unfirom
- Follow the numbers 0,1,2.3.4,5,00 and two digits

elimination bracket format with less than 8 teams (1-8), therefore the time clock stops during the
Free Throws for entire 40 minutes. The time clock shall stops on everything in last 2 minutes of
second half.

-For single elimination bracket format, if there are more than 8 teams (9+), the time clock shall runs
continuously until the last 2 minutes of both halves, the time clock shall stops on everything.

-For double elimination bracket format, the time clock shall runs continuously until the last 2
minutes of both halves, the time clock shall stops on everything

-For round robin bracket format, the time clock shall runs continuously until the last 2 minutes of
both halves, the time clock shall stops on everything.

5. Tournament Director moves to remove fifty dollars (550.00) once and insert subject to the
Tournament Director's discretion.

Decision: PASSED

Rationale: Set up level of fines.



6. Tournament Director moves to set up a lifetime pass committee. NJ Thunder
seconded.

Decision: PASSED

Rationale: Set up a lifetime pass committee to determine qualifications.

7. Tournament Director moves that the teams that has not participated in the invitational
tournaments prior to the deadline of the team registration form and participates into the
invitational tournament after the deadline shall not be count into the seasonal standing.
Decision: FAILED

Rationale: Does not apply to current standing system.

Old Business- (NONE)
Grievance
Roxanna Aguilo filed a grievance against Danny Gabel (Vice President Clarke Investigated)

1. Allegedly that he had harassed her through Facebook Messenger throughout to Dec 2019
after Roxanna set up a private Facebook group to impeach Danny.
a. Investigation: Harassment is ongoing situation. Danny stopped reaching out to her by
end of the Dec month. This is not harassment.
2. Roxanna said that the officers should not contact the members through Facebook
messenger.
a. Investigation: There is no by-laws written about how the officer should communicate
with the members and it never said that it must be through e-mails only.
3. EAAD’s Invitational Tournament at Lexington School for the Deaf on Jan 4th, 2020 Danny
approached Roxanna to follow up about the impeachment and stealing players (Interviewed
3 Witnesses)

Concluded Investigation: EAAD finds Danny not responsibility for his tone and approach towards
Roxanna.
Rationale: 1. Inconsistencies of the witness’s statements (witness changed his story twice),
2. accused offenses of the situation has changed over the time (harassment, oppression,
racism, sexism)

Impeachment of President Danny Gabel

-A letter by Roxanna Aguilo with 16+ signatures from last year’s delegates to impeach the President.
(2/3 quorum must meet to impeach the president)

-Presidents have the right to defend himself in this process.

-Signatures cannot be confidential, it must be shown, and we received several the people, not their
signatures (based on the RRO)




-Secretary Miller received a name of the list and called the individuals, some of them claimed that
they had never said yes to the impeachment. Note: some of the delegates were from 2019 at
Rochester who are not currently at the delegates meeting.

Vice President declares that the Impeachment is null and void.

(9:48pm -Phenoms, Knolis Davis enter late)

New Business

1. The Vice President moves to add “Canada” in basketball territory under Article IV in Part 1.
a. Chuck Wallace Second PASSED
2. Vice President moves to add a new subsection into Article V, Executive Board, “Executive
Board shall be the management of the affairs and shall have the power to make such
decisions as it deems necessary for the betterment of this Association.”
a. Tournament Director Torres Second PASSED

President Gabel Adjourned Meeting at 9:57pm

Zoom Session- Part Two
Thursday, July 30th, 2020
Meeting started at 7:09pm

Roll Call:

President Danny Gabel

Vice President Sheldon Wesley Clarke
Secretary/Treasurer Alexandria Pucciarelli Miller
Tournament Director Yarleney Torres

Hall of Fame/Public Relations Peter Badavas
Sergeant of Arms, Robert Jones

Delegate at Large, Cynthia L. Hemmings
Delegate at Large, Paul Mitchell

DMV, Kristofer Saucedo

NJ Patriots- George Morgan

SICD Magic, Carl Colon

95ers, Mon Ching Ng

Frederick, Todd Bonheyo

Block G, Michael Lumley

Fanwood Alumni Association, Senoy King
Fanwood Alumni Association, Roxanna Aguilo
DC Elite, Arthuer Everette



DMV- Keith Westhoelter
Empire City- James Ginis
Phenoms- Knolis Davis

Moment of Silence:
1. John Lewis

(8:33pm -NY Skullz, Glenroy Benjamin enter late)

3. The Vice President moves to remove “before the deadline of the team registration” and add
“either before their 1st sanction invitational tournament or a date set by the Secretary-
Treasurer on a yearly basis.” Subsection 2(a) of Membership Due under Article 1 Part 2.

a. FAA seconded PASSED.

4. The Vice President moves to replace “February 1” to January 15th in Section 4. Franchise

Rejoins Association under Article 1 Membership in Part 2.
a. Cynthia Hemmings seconded. PASSED

5. The Vice President moves to add “To be eligible for President position, a candidate must take

one of the executive board previously” under EAAD Elected Officers.
a. NJ Patriots seconded FAILED

6. Vice President moves add “(vii) Shall not involve, participate or perform for any team” under

Section 1. President in Article IV of Part 3
a. Paul Mitchell seconded FAILED

7. Vice President moves to remove entirely “(vii)” under Section 5 Tournament Director in Article
iv of Part 3.

a. FAA seconded REFERRED TO THE LAW COMMITTEE

8. The Vice President moves to remove the entire Subsection 2(c) of Section 2. Expenses of
Elected Officers in article VIl Finances.

a. Phenoms seconded PASSED

9. The Vice President moves to replace “second” to “last” weekend of March in Subsection 1a. of
Section 1 in Article 1 Part 3.

a. FAA seconded PASSED

10.The Vice President moves to remove “at such a meeting, before submitting” and add “After
elected the winner” in Subsection 2e. of Section 2 in Article 1 Part 3.

a. FAA seconded PASSED

11.Vice President moves to replace “Year” to “Tournament” in vii, Subsection 6a. of Section 6 in

article 1, Part 3
a. Paul Mitchell seconded OUT OF ORDER

12.The Vice President moves to add “utilities (cable, internet, electricity, gas and water), student

enrollment verification, transcript,” after license in section 4 of article iv part 3
a. Cynthia Hemmings seconded PASSED

13.Tournament Director moves to remove “presidents, executive board officers” under Article IX

Lifetime Passes and add “Board of Directors” to include all of the officers on the board.



a. Phenoms seconded PASSED
14.Tournament Director moves to add under the board of director, “have the power to perform
the check and balance with all officers’ duties”
a. 95ers seconded PASSED
15.Tournament Director moves to add “registration forms without uniform numbers after
January 15t part 3 Article V Subsection 1(d)
a. Robert Jones seconded PASSED
16.Tournament Director moves to set a flat fee of $500 for EAAD regional tournament
registration for team and player fees.
a. Vice President Clarke seconded REFERRED TO LAW COMMITTEE
17.Tournament Director moves to fine a team who fails to pay team entry fee by $25.00 per week
after the deadline.
a. 95ers seconded REFERRED TO LAW COMMITTEE
18.Tournament Director moves to fine a team who fails to pay players registration fee by $25.00
per week after the deadline.
a. Paul Mitchell seconded REFERRED TO LAW COMMITTEE
19.Vice President moves to remove Subsection 1(f) in Section 1 of Article Ill in Part 2.
a. Tournament Director Torres seconded PASSED
20.EAAD moves to grant the delegates to make a final decision about the international
organization split from the USADB.
a. Vice President Clarke seconded FAILED
21.95ers would like to propose a $10 fee for coaches while the players fee remains at $25 for
EAAD regional tournament.
a. Block G seconded FAILED
22.95ers would like to propose to include a check or any form of payment of entry fee along with
the roster form to be submitted together.
a. DC Elite seconded FAILED
23.District city 95ers would like to propose to implement a shot clock at all invitational
tournaments as required.
a. Paul Mitchell seconded WITHDRAWN
24.95ers move Teams are required to attend at least 2 tournaments to be placed in seeding
ranks.
a. Lady Liberty seconded FAILED
25.95ers would like to propose moving the EAAD regional tournament to the first weekend of
April to be hosted.
a. FAA seconded FAILED
26.Tournament Director moves to ensure the that the teams pay EAAD fees 30 days prior to the
day of the regional.
a. SICD Magic seconded PASSED
27.SICD Magic moves EAAD to host a BBQ gathering as an alternative meeting place instead of
the day before the regional tournament.
a. FAA seconded FAILED



28.FAA moves to suspend a power of abuse and unprofessional under a conduct of his duties:
President Mr Danny Gabel
a. Paul Mitchell seconded FAILED
29.FAA moves EAAD officers shall NOT participates in any sports like coaches or assistant or
players etc
a. Paul Mitchell seconded OUT OF ORDER
30.FAA moves to host two different Elite and Hoops basketball invitational tournaments
a. OUT OF ORDER- DISCRIMINATION NOT ALLOWED
31.FAA moves to EAAD Team Registration Form Deadline to lock the players shall be on Jan 15th.
a. Paul Mitchell seconded. FAILED
32.FAA moves to Remove the points from the seed standing system.
a. MOTION DEAD (nobody seconded)
33.FAA moves to Head coaches should not bother the players to steal them and if this happens.
a. OUT OF ORDER- REFER TO GRIEVANCE
34.FAA moves to Mr. Gabel should be fined $100 for not following the EAAD rules of hosting the
regional tournament; post the information by Sept 15th and hosting the tournament on the
last weekend of March.
a. DC Elite seconded FAILED
35.D. C. Elite would like to move to include both numbers 0 and 00 allowed in a game.
a. FAA seconded FAILED
36.D. C. Elite move to remove the rule on requiring home and away jerseys (2) for each team.
a. Secretary Miller seconded FAILED
37.EAAD moves to suspend FAA’s representative, Roxanna Aguilo due to code of conduct as a
member of the EAAD.
a. DMV seconded PASSED

Roxanna Aguilo, Fanwood Alumni Association Delegate has been suspended from the EAAD by
delegates’ vote and the following reasons of her suspension were:
a. EAAD Constitution #2, “to protect and promote the mutual interests of the members
clubs of the deaf”
b. Slandering EAAD’s reputation through social media
Misleading information to other Delegates
d. Creating unnecessary drama/unwanted attention from non-EAAD members
i. USADB Officers reached out to EAAD about her misleading vlogs.
e. Overstepping officers’ duties without permission
f.  Coaches reached out to the EAAD board concerning about her behavior that harms
the basketball community.
g. Coaches/Delegates claims that she won’t accept no for answer.
Created a conflict with the players who had left her respective team.

>

Bidding for the 2020 EAAD Regional Tournament Site- NONE EAAD will continue to host due to our
75t Anniversary and COVID-19 Pandemic.



Elections-

-Vote for Vice President and Secretary/Treasurer-
New-Elected Officers 2020-2022:

Vice President- Sheldon Wesley Clarke

Secretary/Treasurer-Alexandria Pucciarelli Miller

Announcements
* EAAD Board would like to thank you for your patience and time! Enjoy the rest of the summer
and please stay safe!

President Gabel adjourned at 1:15 am and Vice President Clarke seconded.

Respectfully Submitted by:
Alexandria Pucciarelli Miller, Recording Secretary



